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George Town Council paid recognition to all community 
volunteers at its 2018 Volunteer Recognition Function

P A G E  1

Pictured below with Mayor Bridget 
Archer are the 2018 Volunteer of 
the Year recipients, Lucas Weston 
and Winston Mason

Five nominations were received 
for this year’s Volunteer of the 
Year Award. 

The Ringsgwandl Family from 
Pipers River – David, Emily, 
Andrew, Craig & 
Susan.recognised for their 
dedication to the Pipers River Fire 
Brigade; 

Mr Winston Mason - supervision 
of the Work for the Dole Program, 
and his involvement with the 
George Town Cricket Club; 

Robert & Jill Bell – commitment 
to the residents of Ainslie, and 
the George Town Senior Citizen’s 
Club; 

Lucas Weston – commitment to 
the George Town Neighbourhood 
House and parkrun George Town; 

Fiona Hills – dedication to the 
George Town Soccer Club. 

2018 VOLUNTEERS 
OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCED

On Thursday 24th May, George 
Town Council paid tribute to all its 
community volunteers as its 2018 
Volunteer Recognition Function. 

Held in the Memorial Hall George 
Town, Guest Speaker, 2018 
Tasmanian Hero of the Year, Judi 
Adams inspired the 100  guests 
with her passion for volunteers 
and their significant contribution 
to their respective communities. 

36 community organisations 
present were recognised with a 
Certificate of Appreciation for 
their respective organisation. This 
year’s National Volunteer Theme 
of “Give A Little, Change A Lot”, 
was at the forefront of this year’s 
event. Mayor Bridget Archer said 
all volunteers bring so much to the 
organisation they are involved 
with, and in turn to our 
community.  

Council congratulates 
our 2018 Volunteer of the 

Year Recipients 

Volunteer 
of the Year 

WINSTON MASON 

Youth Volunteer 
of the Year 

LUCAS WESTON
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2018 VOLUNTEER FUNCTION 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER 

FROM THE MAYOR 

AROUND THE COMMUNITY 

YOUR COUNCIL 

COUNCIL COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

LOW HEAD TOURIST PARK 

JULY SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

YMCA SKATE LEAGUE COMPETITION 

GEORGE TOWN "THROUGH YOUR EYES" PHOTO 
COMPETITION 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

George Town Council 
16-18 Anne Street, George Town  7253 
PO Box 169, George Town  7253 
(03) 63828800 (phone) 
(03) 63828894 (facsimile) 
council@georgetown.tas.gov.au 
https://georgetown.tas.gov.au 
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2018 Community Recognition Awards

From the 

General Manager
Can you believe that we are half way through the year already? I’m slightly embarrassed to confess that I
recently noticed a lonely Christmas decoration sitting in a rarely dusted corner of my home. I briefly toyed with
the idea of putting it away but decided instead that if the rest of the year passes with the same speed I might as
well leave it there because, well, you know…….…jingle bells! 

I think the reason the year seems to have passed so quickly for me is because the Council team have never
been busier or more productive and I’d really love to share with you some of things we have been working on: 

Windmill Point: What a delightful area this will be when
completed. The new BBQ shelter was designed by our very
own Rex Cassidy, Team Leader for Community and
Development, and has been built to allow separate groups to
use at the same time. We were also mindful to respect the
existing houses in Macquarie Street and ensured we did not
impact on the gorgeous views of the Cove by lifting the roof
line above the line of sight. You will note that we were equally
thoughtful when positioning the fabulous HMS Buffalo so that
it too did not impact on the views from neighbouring
properties.  

We would like to thank the George Town Lions Club for the
lovely compass rose and table and chairs that are installed
near the carvings, we think they complement the area
perfectly.  The project will be finished by late August by which
time we will have installed a multi-use swing, a new toilet and
completed the parking and landscaping. 

Regent Square drainage: I’m not sure if you remember, but
last winter a pond developed on Regent Square and the
ducks had moved in and made themselves comfortable?
When I heard that the ‘pond’ was deep enough for one of our
locals to have a winter swim in, I knew it was time for Council
to address the issue. Extensive drainage works were carried
out earlier in the year and I’m pleased to say that it appears
to have successfully addressed the issue. There are still
some minor drainage works to be carried out in spots across
the square and this will occur during 2018/2019. For those
concerned, I am reliably informed that the ducks have made a
new winter home at the pool. 

Public toilet replacement program: Council really values
the wonderful job the various Community Progress
Associations do looking after the built and natural
environment. These groups advocate on behalf of their
community and work closely with Council to provide a range
of facilities. Council are currently working on a project that
will either build a new, or substantially updated public toilet
to Bellingham, Lulworth, Hillwood and Weymouth.  

Mount George Mountain Bike Track: Council were
recently successful in obtaining a $50,000 grant from the
Cycle Tasmania Tourism fund, and a community grant from
Bell Bay Aluminium was sourced through the Chamber of
Commerce to develop a concept plan and feasibility report
on a Mountain Bike Track at Mt George. This is an exciting
project which Council and the reference group will put out for
community consultation once the documentation is ready. 

Regent Square Skate Park – Art project: George Town
Council partnered with Relationships Australia, Port
Dalrymple School and artist Fakington Wilde to plan, design
and implement a transformation project at the George Town
Skate Park.  

The project was overseen by Sam Shand from Relationships
Australia and was, by all accounts, ‘Sic’, ‘Lit’ and ‘Dope’
(which means: cool or awesome – I checked!). I believe the
whole area looks fantastic and we are already excitedly
planning the next project. 



TA
B

LE
 O

F

From the Mayor
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Resource Sharing: Council is working collaboratively with

both West Tamar Council and City of Launceston in the

resource sharing space.  This gives Council flexibility to

provide additional services, such as a youth officer,

plumbing surveying and environmental health officer.

These positions are traditionally hard to fill when you do

not need a full time position. 

Youth Program: Council’s Youth Officer, Jen Cole, has

been busy designing a youth survey, distributing, collecting

and collating that information. Jen will use this information

to put together a Youth Strategy and various programs

designed to meet the needs of the youth in George Town.

Council are also running some fun looking events during

the upcoming school holidays, details of which are

contained within this newsletter. 

2018/2019 Budget: The full list of projects throughout the

municipal area can be found in the capital works budget

which I encourage you to have a look at. Council officers

spent a great deal of time personally meeting and

consulting with the various progress associations to ensure

that each community had a project that enhanced the

liveability of that community. We are particularly proud of

this budget given we have kept rises to the suggested cost

index while projecting a small surplus for the first time in

many years. 

You may have guessed by now that I could probably keep
talking about the many positive things that are happening in
George Town right now, but I run the risk of taking up the
whole newsletter.  

I do encourage you to follow our Facebook page and
website for update information on what is happening and
extend an open invitation to contact the Mayor, Elected
Members or myself if you would like to discuss any matters
pertaining to Council. 

Keep an eye out for our new Instagram page:
#comeseeforyourself #livelifeincolour #georgetownproud 

Justine Brooks-Bedelph 
GENERAL MANAGER 

Already widely used by the public,
with very positive feedback received,
the development of Windmill Point

will be completed in August with the
addition of a toilet block, swing set,

carpark and landscaping.



The past six months has seen

major transformations at

Windmill Point. 

The area now boasts an

enclosed barbecue and seating

area, with construction of the

children's play area nearing

completion. 

"Am I in love with 
the place?"

Windmill 
Point

Mayor Bridget Archer

Cr John Glisson

Cr. Chris Ashley

Cr. Doug Burt

Cr Tim Parish

Cr. Greg Dawson

Cr Peter Parkes

Deputy Mayor Tim Harris

It is with the future in mind that the General
Manager and myself in conjunction with Port
Dalrymple School have been continuing
discussions with the University of Tasmania about
increasing educational opportunities here in
George Town. It is early days but we are very
excited by the possibilities that may be achieved.
Also, similar discussions with Australian Defence
Recruiting have so far been productive with the
possibility of establishing a Certificate I in Defence
Force Cadets program. Education and employment
pathways are so important to the future success of
our young people and we will continue to
proactively pursue these initiatives and will keep
you updated as they evolve. 

As previously mentioned the cold days are
beginning to close in with the beginning of Winter
and it is a good time to acknowledge that for some
people in our community it is a particularly
vulnerable time. Many Tasmanians, including in our
community are struggling with the cost of living and
housing pressures. There are many great
organisations and service providers that work hard
in our community everyday to help, but they have
limited resources.  

On behalf of George Town Council I will be taking
part in the Vinnies CEO Sleepout for the third year
running. The event aims to raise awareness and
vital funds to continue the great work Vinnies does
right here in George Town. You can help by
making a donation on the link below or in person to
me or at the Council offices. Every dollar makes a
difference. https://www.ceosleepout.org.au/fundrais
ers/bridget-archer 

Bridget Archer 
MAYOR

Cr Heather Barwick

INSIDE THIS 
ISSUE:

From the Mayor
COUNCILLORS 

The days are getting shorter and cooler with the
arrival of Winter but there has still been plenty of
things happening in the community. It is great to
see people out and about enjoying our parks and
beaches. The skatepark and the kanamaluka trail
remain very popular even with a bit of a chill in the
air. We have been treated to some lovely sunny
days and spectacular sunsets like the ones here
that I snapped on beautiful Regent Square and
overlooking the Tamar River. 

In the past few weeks we have celebrated the
contribution that volunteers make to our
community with a volunteer event held on 24th
May to pay tribute to all our volunteers, with
special acknowledgement to Volunteer of the Year
Winston Mason and Young Volunteer Lucas
Weston. Congratulations to the recipients and
thank you to all our volunteers for your gift of time. 

We got to see that Volunteer spirit in action the
following day with the Cancer Council Biggest
Morning Tea. A terrific effort once again by
community organisations to pull together an
amazing event in the Graham Fairless Centre
attracting a great turnout. Everyone enjoyed a
lovely morning tea together and had some fun with
the raffles. The event once again raised in excess
of $3000 to support those living with cancer. Well
done to all involved. 

General Manager Justine and myself made our
first local radio appearance this month on
TamarFM. As part of our plan to increase Council
communication through use of different media we
will be making regular appearances on TamarFM
to talk about what Council has been doing and
what is planned for the future, you can also find
information in this newsletter and by following
George Town Council on Facebook. 



Around the Community...

ROTARY CLUB OF GEORGE TOWN

Before and after being hosted by George Town, the visitors will  
be hosted by a number of Tasmanian Clubs and they will have  
the opportunity of seeing the best that our Island has to offer. 

The visitors will be home hosted and will see much of what our community has to offer, including a wine tour, Low
Head precinct including the Lighthouse and Pilot Station, Berry Farm, and other unique aspects of our town.  

A joint dinner with the Soroptimist Club of George Town will be held on June 12th.  Anyone interested in attending
can contact Diane Duggan on 0413 841 451.  Cost is $20.00.

Professional Development Exchange 

This month, the Rotary Club of George Town will welcome four visitors
from Denmark to our town. The visit is sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Rodekro in Denmark and all participants have a professional interest in
agriculture. 

Soren Rasmussen, Dennis Calender, Tina Jespersen  
and Peter Clausen Rotary Club of Rodekro, Denmark 

TamarFM 

The Club recently continued its support of our community radio station TamarFM, with a
donation and a community excellence award, presented by President David Herring. 

Targa Tasmania 
For any sceptics who are unsure if Targa adds value to our community, Rotary are delighted to
confirm that by providing lunches to the Targa drivers and their support crew, we raised more
than $4,000 this year.  Those funds in turn, will be channelled into many community activities in
the coming months - we are grateful for the opportunity to support our community. 

If you have considered helping out your community through a Service Club, please come along to a Rotary meeting and see what it is all about. 
If you would like to attend, please contact our Membership Director Heather Dodge for more details - heathercdodge@gmail.com  

The Community Garden was established in 2009 and is
maintained by a small group of committed volunteers.  
Situated at Neighbourhood House, over the years the garden
has been used for various programs and educational days.
Produce is used to support Second Bite and the Cooking
with Friends Program. 

A new initiative is a trolley outside Neighbourhood House
that on any given weekday will have plants, produce or
flowers for sale.  At present strawberry plants are for sale at
$2.00 a pot. 

If you have any plants, seeds, or excess produce (remember
the fruit fly rules), please drop of at the garden.  

So come up have a look, have a chat, or do a  
little gardening if so inclined. The garden is  
attended between 8.30-11.00am week days   

GEORGE TOWN COMMUNITY GARDEN 

The Group was formed in 1992 and includes the
communities of Lulworth, Tam’O’Shanter,
Weymouth, Bellingham, Pipers River, Lefroy
and Beechford.  

A guest speaker provides an interactive talk at
each meeting, and often includes a member
from the local Police Station. 

Meetings are held on the 1st Monday in
February. May, August and the last Monday in
October, 7.30pm at the Pipers River Fire
Station. The next meeting will be the AGM on
the 6th August 2018.  

For more information, contact Jenni Baxter on
6382 7171 

PIPERS RIVER NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH GROUP



Around the Community...

Bass & Flinders Community Bowls Club Annual 
Presentation Dinner 

Other Winners included - 

Female Singles Champion – Lorraine Webb 

Male Singles Champion – Ross Munro 

Novice of the Year – Fran Hoolihan 

Veteran Champion – Frank Holland 

Club Champion Fours – Steve Gordon, Berney Horne, Steve Horne and Frank Holland

Club Champion Triples – Ian Craig, Frank Holland and John Scott 

Men’s Pairs Champions – Steve Gordon and  John Scott 

The Best Club person was shared by Merv Flassman, Allan Laing and Frank Holland 

Bass  and  Flinders  Bowls  and  Community  Club  Inc.  held  its  Annual  Luncheon and Presentation of 

Certificates in April.  

Special mention to Grandfather/Grand-daughter team of Greg French and Chloe  
Collins who won the Mixed Pairs Competition.   Chloe also won the Most Improved
Player for the year.  Chloe is eleven years old and continues to impress not only the
Bass and Flinders Club members but players from other Division 6 Pennant Clubs. 

If you would like to know more about the Bass and Flinders Bowls Club, please contact Jill Holland on 0499 992 624

East Tamar Landcare was formed in 1992. They
are a small but active group of ten members,
concerned about the Pipers River and its
catchment. The organisation has recently
developed an Interpretation Centre and Boardwalk
at Pipers River. 

The start of the walk is near the bridge on Baxter’s
Road, Pipers River. There are many endemic plant
species growing in the area, a range of bird life to
see and hear, and notably platypus are often seen
frolicking in the river. 

The group was successful in the George Town
Council  February Community grants round, to
secure funds to complete the  board walk and
build a platform to further enhance the area. 

For information about the group contact  
Brian Baxter on 0409 938 605 
   

East Tamar Landcare



Around the Community...

Special mention to the following individuals: 

Josh Brown  
Received highest senior score over all, 1st in broadway,
lyrical, contemporary and own choreography, and 2nd in
Jazz. 

Brooke Chugg 
Received 2nd highest score overall, 1st in Jazz and song,
2nd in lyrical.  

Jesse Horder  
Received 3rd highest score overall, 1st in Tap, speed tap
and slow tap, 2nd in broadway. 

The seniors also placed 1st in 4 duo sections; 
Amity Street won her lyrical solo Under 6 years; and Lily-
Rose Horder received 3rd highest score overall, 1st in Tap,
3rd in jazz and song. 

All students had an amazing time, and represented George
Town beautifully, both with their talents on the stage and
their supportive, positive attitudes off the stage!  

All students qualified for finals to be held in Queensland in
Jan 2019.  Prior to that, many will be heading to National
competition in Melbourne in January - a great lead in to the
Queensland finals.   

Bee Bop recently competed at “Evolution” a National Dance Competition

held in Hobart.  

Their junior group received 1st in Hip Hop, 2nd in Lyrical and 2nd in Jazz, with the Seniors taking out 1st
place in their Jazz, Tap and Hip Hop, and 2nd place in song, lyrical and contemporary.

Cancer Council Biggest Morning Tea
On Friday 25th May, Council, along with members of our
wonderful community organisations hosted the 2018 Cancer
Council Biggest Morning Tea.  

The Graham Fairless Centre in George Town was packed to
capacity with the community members enjoying an amazing
morning tea, special guest speakers, and fundraising raffles.
In addition, 28 take away orders were kindly delivered to
households by local radio station Tamar FM.  

The committee was fortunate also to have the support of so
many of our local businesses, residents and members of
parliament who donated prizes towards the many raffles held
on the day and/or made cash donations. 

Council extends its thanks to all our generous community
members and stakeholders who collaborated to raise
valuable funds for the Cancer Council of Tasmania. 



Your Council

Council's recent upgrade of the Waste Transfer Station
included the installation of a Baler. The Council bales
cardboard and soft plastics, with each bale weighing
about 400 kg.  A total of 1.2 tonne is baled each week
which is then collected by JJ Richards for further
processing and recyling. 

The industry standard allows for 5% contamination in
the baling. JJ Richards have advised Council that our
bales are of the highest quality, with less than 1%
contamination.   This is a result of the high standards
applied by our Council staff.  

Waste Transfer Station Baler 

Residents responsibilities for overhanging trees

The George Town Community Bowls Club were recipients of a
Council Grant in February, for the purchase of six sets of junior
bowls.   

The Bowls Club has initiated a Lawn Bowls for Schools Program. 
The Council grant has ensured that the Club has bowls suitable for
all age children. 

Bowls is an inclusive sport, open to people of all ages. For full
details contact the Club on 6382 1617. 

Pictured with the new bowls is Mayor Bridget Archer, with
members of the Bowls Club.  

Council seek to remind residents and landowners of
their responsibility to cut back vegetation overhanging
front property boundaries, and consequently obstructing
Council’s footpath.  

In a recent footpath inspection, Council noted many
sections of our public footpaths which are partly blocked
by trees, shrubs and plants. (examples shown on the
right) 

Many people use our footpaths such as postmen,
walkers, joggers, people with disabilities and the elderly.
Council would appreciate it if properties owners could
please attend to this problem to ensure that the footpath
is risk free for all users. As a quick guide, all vegetation
should be cut level with your boundary fence or,
anything growing above the footpath should leave a
clear height distance of 2.5 metres.  

For more information please contact George Town
Council on 63828800.   

Council will be undertaking
the following tasks in the
coming months to make our
streets safer. 

Maintenance works to trim
street trees obstructing
footpaths or the roadways 

Maintenance works to
clear some of the areas
where grass is creeping
over and growing in crack
on the footpaths.  

Sending out reminder
letters to properties owner
where vegetation
obstructing footpath is
more than a minor issue. 



Council Community 

Assistance Program 
The George Town Council is committed to supporting
community organisations whose activities contribute to
building a vibrant and active community, and
individuals under the age of 25 who represent
Tasmania or Australia in national or international
events, by providing financial assistance. 

Council's Community Assistance Program is comprised
of an annual allocation of funds which provides a
strategic opportunity to work in partnership with
community groups, organisations, and individuals to
strengthen community capacity and support an active,
vibrant and culturally diverse community life. 

Council provides financial support through the
Community Assistance Program in three ways: 
   

Assistance to Individuals 
Grant amount up to $200 - Available all year

Council Fee Remissions 
Grant amount up to $500 - Available all year 

Community Grants - Available up to the amount of $2,000 
Round 1 - Opens first Monday in August and Closes
4.30pm on the last Friday in August

2017 / 2018 Round 2 Grant Recipients  
   
Round 2 of the Community Grant Program saw three
organisations receive grants totalling $5,452. 

EAST TAMAR LANDCARE 
$1,547 for the construction of a turning circle at the
Reg & Yates Interpretation Centre in Pipers River. 

GEORGE TOWN JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB 
$1,980 for the purchase of two sets of junior playing
guernseys. 

GEORGE TOWN BOWLS CLUB 
$1,925 for the purchase of six sets of junior bowls to
enable the Club to conduct their "Lawn Bowls for
Schools" Program.  
   

The full Community Assistance Program Policy and
associated application forms, can be downloaded from
Council's website. 

Council’s Community Development Officer can assist with
any of your application process. If you would like
assistance or need clarification about the process please
contact Council: 

Phone:             6382 8800 
Email:              council@georgetown.tas.gov.au 
In person:        16-18 Anne Street, George Town   

The Low Head Tourist Park was invited by
BIG4 to become an affiliate park at the
beginning of this year which has been a very
new and exciting chapter for the business.  
BIG4 is the most recognised and trusted brand
in the Holiday Park Industry with a reputation
for high standards and is Australia's number 1
Holiday Park booking website for cabins and
sites. 

This has been a big promotional move giving
the Tourist Park increased exposure, resulting
in more visitors to choose our park as a base
and the opportunity for them to explore our
many amazing local attractions, learn about
our history, proximity to the nightly penguin
tour and local wineries and to simply enjoy our
stunning location by the water.  During their
stay they are highly likely to spend their tourist
dollar at other local businesses.  Some have
loved it so much here that they have extended
their stay!  
  
Our park is marketed on www.big4.com.au to
186,000 plus members and to over 250,000
subscribers.  Our park will also be advertised
in the 2019 BIG4 Guide Book. 
   



Council is excited to announce the July
School Holiday Program. 

Full details, along with booking forms are available
on Council's website, or from Council's office. 

For enquiries, please phone Council's Youth Officer
Jen Cole on 6382 8800.



Council is excited to bring the YMCA Skate Park League to George Town on July 12th 
Participants are asked to register via the YMCA online registration portal. 

Registration details for this, and all school holiday events are available on Council's Website -
https://georgetown.tas.gov.au  
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Upcoming Events 

Council's Newsletter will be published bi-
monthly, with the prime purpose being to relay
information to the broader community. 

We welcome articles from community
organisations, schools and individuals.  If you
are holding an Event, please let us know. 

Articles can be submitted to Council's
Community Development Officer Rhonda
O'Sign - rhondao@georgetown.tas.gov.au,
phone 6382 8812. 

Deadlines for 2018 articles are : 
-  Thursday 26 July 
-  Thursday 27 September 
-  Thursday 22 November

COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

JUNE COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday June 20th  
5.00pm in the Council Chambers 

  


